THE   SUN   AND   THE   SERPENT

was inhabited by Nagas." After encountering a
violent storm and great heat, the sons of Kadru
were landed in the country of Ramaniaka, on the
Malabar coast.

' This territory had been occupied previously by
a fierce Asura named Lavana.1 So there had been
a still earlier colonization by the same race.

Naga chiefs are frequently mentioned as ruling
countries in or under the sea. Thus Yadu the son
of Haliaswa, who was a son of Ikshvaku, was car-
ried off by the Naga raja Dhumavarna, whose
kingdom was beneath the sea. This kingdom was
called Ratna-dwipa (the land of gems), and the
people there had ships and tradej and fished for
pearls.

Yadu married the Jive daughters of the Naga
chief; and Harita, one of his sons, succeeded his
grandfather in this island kingdom, which was
perhaps Ceylon.3

Ravana, the great raja of Lanka, or Ceylon, on
one of his marauding expeditions, was attacked by
Indra and his followers. Havana's army took to
flight, but was rallied by Meghanada, who took
Indra prisoner and carried him off to Lanka.3

In this instance, as in others in which the deities
are represented as leading their followers in battle,

1 Mahabharata, Adi, Astika, p. xxvii.

3 Harivansa, i. 399, 401.

3 Ramayana, Yaddha kanda, O.S.T., iv. 495.
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